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Upflight	for	str ing	orchestra	(revised	2021)	
 	
Upflight	takes	i ts	inspi ration	from	the	idea	of	a	desi re	or	compulsion	to	move	with	a
restless	energy.	I t	i s	based	on	the	idea	of	bi rds	having	a	migratory	instinct,	activated	by
the	pul l 	of	earth’s	rhythms.	The	piece	explores	the	feel ing	of	being	released	from	the
Earth’s	floor	to	launch	into	the	stratosphere,	with	the	high	reaching	viol in	solo
melodies	in	the	opening	evoking	this. 	The	piece	is	pul led	back	down	to	earth	in	the
second	section	with	the	double	bass	and	cel los	low	rumbl ing	gestural 	material 	before
launching	back	into	an	almost	ethereal 	suspended	sound.	Aleatoric	material 	then	takes
over,	capturing	the	sense	of	lots	of	overlapping	movement,	l ike	a	murmuration	of
star l ings,	with	each	one	eventual ly	finding	i ts	own	way	through	dramatic	str ident
melodies.	

An la Elizabe  Slater

c. 8 mins
Residence	on	Earth	by	Pablo	Renuda

Of	dusty	glances	fal len	to	the	ground
or	of	soundless	leaves	burying	themselves
With	metals	without	l ight,	with	the	emptiness
With	the	absence	of	the	suddenly	dead	day
At	the	tip	of	the	hands,	the	dazzalement	of	butterflies
the	upflight	of	butterflies	whose	l ight	has	no	end



PERFORMANCE	NOTES

1.    	Boxed	material 	should	be	repeated	ei ther	unti l 	new	boxed	material 	appears	or
when	the	arrow	reaches	bracket	marking	the	end	of	that	material . 	The	material 	should
be	repeated	freely,	with	or	without	gaps	between	repeti tions.	The	speed	of	the	material
may	vary	but	should	general ly	start	slower	and	increase	and	intensi ty	through	the
passage.	P layers	should	not	al ign	themselves	with	the	player	next	to	them.	

2.    	Sul 	ponticel lo	and	sul 	tasto	are	abbreviated	in	most	cases	to	S.P.	and	S.T.
respectively.	

3.    	Nat	>	Sul 	pont. : 	gradual ly	move	from	normal	posi tion	to	bowing	near	the	bridge
(and	vice	versa)	

4.    	 For	tr i l l 	notes	in	brackets	a	(w)	i s	the	note	to	tr i l l 	to	-	i f	this	note	is	an	open	str ing	0
wi l l 	appear	underneath.	

5.    	A	very	wide	vibrato	beyond	molto	vib	is	indicated	by:	

6.    	The	rhythmic	value	of	stemless	noteheads	should	be	interpreted	very	freely.	These
indicative	rhythmic	values	serve	only	to	give	a	representation	of	the	proportional
length	of	the	note	to	others.	
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