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Murmurations for one piano and six hands (2021)

Murmurations is a new work for one piano and six hands written for the Arc Project's Beyond 88 project and for

pianists Hannah. Kieran and Cameron. The explores shapes and gestures inspired by the movements observed

in murmurations of starlings.The shapes and movements created by starlings flow together but at different

speeds create a wave effect, this is reflected in the musical material - gestures and similar shapes but flowing at

different speeds realised through rhythm and tempo.

Total length c. 10 mins

An la Elizabe  Slater

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

General:

1) The rhythmic value of stemless noteheads should be interpreted very freely. The rhythmic value of these only serve to give

a representation of the proportional length of the note to others.  

2) There are many passages without metre and barlines or rests (instead commas sometimes indicate a moment of silence or

reath)  these should be played very freely and aligned by players by visual interpreation of the score.

PIANO I and II

1) x noteheads indicate the chord to be silently depressed.

2) At B Piano I will be playing at q = 90 and Piano II at q = 72. The score here is a general guide to the visual alignment of

this passage but each player must feel a strong sense of pulse through this section and the two can realisgn at the pause mark

just before C. 

PIANO III

1) Materials required:

- Felt, bulldog clip, drinking glass, heavy books,, soft mallets, and plectrum.

 

2) Db 1 should be prepared by clipping feld to the string with a bulldog clip.

3) The other materials are used throoughout the piece with graphics and text explaination in the score.
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